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HEALTH APPROPRIATIONS — 2018–19 STATE BUDGET 
314. Mr S.K. L’ESTRANGE to the Minister for Health: 
Can the minister confirm that the total health appropriations for the health budget across the forward estimates has 
had a $197 million reduction compared with the 2017–18 state budget and will he commit to tabling a list of all 
services that will be cut? 
Mr R.H. COOK replied: 
We all saw the interim report from the Sustainable Health Review that stated, simply put, that the madness had to 
stop. Under the previous government, we saw exponential growth of the health budget, which was completely out 
of control. 
Mr B.S. Wyatt: It was 8.8 a year. 
Mr R.H. COOK: It was 8.8 a year. In 2008, it represented 26 per cent of the budget and at the time of the election, 
it represented almost 30 per cent of the budget. If we continued with the mob opposite, the budget would simply 
have run out of control. We have brought the budget back under control. We are looking at somewhere between 
1.5 and two per cent growth across the forward estimates for the health budget because we know that that is what 
is required in order to ensure the health budget is properly managed. Mr Speaker, you might be interested to note 
that even with these cost constraints, over the next financial year, WA’s health activity target is 911 573 weighted 
activity units and we are projected to deliver over 930 000. That is 2.1 per cent over the target. This means that for 
the first time since activity-based funding was brought in, which was around 2010 or 2011, we can see greater 
efficiency in our health system in the reduced cost of the weighted average unit of activity. For the first time, we 
can see a reduction in the weighted average unit cost compared with the national efficient price. This has not been 
achieved before. It has been achieved because we are properly managing the health budget and we are making sure 
we have a sustained health system that provides world-class healthcare. 
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